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Appendix	7	From	Valuation	Report	

	
3.11 Representations 

 
Both parties were invited to make formal written representations. FES did not submit 
any representations. 
 
DCW has submitted a representation including the following observations: 
 
1.  The number of trees felled by storm damage in the last 6 years and not removed is 

well in excess of 1,500, about 1,000 in 6 specific areas and over 500 spread in the 
whole Wood. Removal of these would be a priority. With removal, re-setting 
upturned roots into their holes will be done and paths in these areas will be 
resurrected.      

 
2.  The perimeter fence/wall needs repair in areas where trees have fallen on it. It is 

very important to keep dogs (being walked in the Wood) out of fields and off the 
roads. 

 
3.  The central wayleave area of about 4 Ha (up to 60m wide) splits the Wood in two 

and is kept clear by an SSE contractor. There are 2 sets of power lines, one at 
probably 240v on poles and about 6m high, the other carried on pylons of which 2 
are placed in the Wood. Great caution will be required when moving high 
vehicles/equipment underneath each pylon.  

  
4.  All larch trees carry a risk of infection by Phytophthora ramorum. If one tree is 

found to have the disease all larch trees within 250m must be felled and left to rot. 
Larch trees exist in many parts of the wood and vigilance will be needed to 
monitor them.  

 
5.  FES workers, using tree harvesters, have left deep ruts in the centre of the Wood 

and some of the worst should be in-filled as they are a hazard.   
 
6.  Our intention is to focus on improving and maintaining the Wood as an amenity for 

the community and much of the above needs to be carried out to improve the 
Wood’s current rather neglected state and make it an attractive and welcoming 
place again. 
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Appendix	8		From https://news.gov.scot/news/learning-outdoors 

On 22/02/2018 
More than £860k to increase outdoor learning in the early years. 
The number of hours nursery children spend outdoors is set to increase, Minister for Childcare and 
Early Years, Maree Todd, has announced.  

Inspiring Scotland will receive £862,550 to encourage and support greater use of outdoor learning in 
the early years. Actions they will take include: 

• Working with eight local authorities to deliver outdoor learning opportunities 
• Producing a ‘how to’ guide for practitioners, with practical advice on how to access outdoor spaces 
• Driving partnership working between councils, third sector and private companies in promoting 

outdoor learning 
• Helping organisations review the impact of outdoor learning when delivering the expansion to 

1,140 hours of funded childcare 
Ms Todd made the announcement during a visit to City of Edinburgh Council’s Lauriston Castle 
Forest Kindergarten. 

She said: 

“The significant expansion of funded early learning and childcare gives us the perfect opportunity to 
define the type of experience we want to offer our children during their early years. That is why we are 
committing more than £860,000 to increase the use of outdoor learning, to ensure it becomes a 
defining feature of childhood in Scotland. 

“Outdoor learning not only improves mental wellbeing and health and fitness, it can make a huge 
difference to children’s confidence levels and their ability to risk assess while encouraging a lifelong 
love of the outdoors. 

“By supporting our young people to go outside and play we are not only making sure their early years 
are as happy and healthy as possible we are also ensuring every child in Scotland gets the best possible 
start in life.” 

Chief Medical Officer Dr Catherine Calderwood said: 

“We know the benefits of outdoor learning, exercise and play for young children, in terms of their 
health and wellbeing and their physical and mental development. Playing, learning and having fun 
outdoors helps improve wellbeing and resilience, increases physical activity and allows children to use 
the natural world to develop curiosity and science skills. 

“There is also a growing body of research that shows children with higher levels of active outdoor play 
have improved cognition, which can result in better academic performance and contribute to closing 
the attainment gap.” 

Celia Tennant, Inspiring Scotland’s Chief Executive, said: 

“Research clearly and consistently identifies outdoor play as vital to emotional, physical and mental 
health and well-being and critical to all aspects of childhood learning and development. 

“We are delighted to be supporting Scottish Government to establish high-quality outdoor play as the 
essential catalyst for healthy childhood development and a fundamental part of growing up in 
Scotland. 

“Our role will include supporting local authorities and social enterprises to develop and scale up 
outdoor nursery provision alongside supporting good practice to embed outdoor play-based childcare, 
helping to make playing outside in nature part of the way children in Scotland learn and develop from 
an early age.”	


